
Literacy this week: Author Study 

This week your Literacy is all on one document 

but spread across four days (Monday- Thursday 

as Friday is a Bank Holiday).  

Monday: Comprehension- an interview with 

Michael Rosen 

Tuesday: Hands- Michael Rosen’s Poem 

Wednesday: Watch and perfom.  

Thursday: Write a letter to Michael Rosen. 

Enjoy the fantastic poetry and learning more 

about Michael Rosen! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Monday Comprehension 

Find out about Michael Rosen by reading this interview and then answer the 

questions below.  

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday  

Main Task: Listen and read Michael Rosen’s Poem: 

 Hands https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vb3vKDyQ244 

 

These are the hands 

That touch us first 

Feel your head 

Find the pulse 

And make your bed. 

These are the hands 

That tap your back 

Test the skin 

Hold your arm 

Wheel the bin 

Change the bulb 

Fix the drip 

Pour the jug 

Replace your hip. 

These are the hands 

That fill the bath 

Mop the floor 

Flick the switch 

Soothe the sore 

Burn the swabs 

Give us a jab 

Throw out sharps 

Design the lab. 

And these are the hands 

That stop the leaks 

Empty the pan 

Wipe the pipes 

Carry the can 

Clamp the veins 

Make the cast 

Log the dose 

And touch us last. 

Questions: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vb3vKDyQ244


1. Why did Michael Rosen write this poem?  

2. What is the message?  

3. Why is it relevant today?  

4. Find the meaning of:  

Sharps: 

Swabs: 

Drips: 

5. What does each verse begin with? 

6. What kind of word does each line usually begin with?  

Task 2:  

Rewrite a verse (or two) 

Rewrite a verse about the NHS: begin with.. 

These are the hands... 

That... 

Or 

Choose another profession that you think is really important. 

Begin in the same way... 

These are the hands.... 

 

Wednesday 

Visit the Michael Rosen You Tube Channel 



https://www.youtube.com/MichaelRosenOfficial 

Listen to your favourite poems and stories. What do you notice about how he 

tells a story?  

How does he use expression, gesture and intonation?  

TASK: Choose a short story or poem (it can be one of Michael Rosen’s or another 

favourite author/poet). Practise telling it. Can you video yourself doing it? 

Remember to choose your audience- Is it for younger children to entertain them or 

for an audience of your own age.  

Extension: Write something of your own to perform and tell. 

 

Thursday- Thank you letter 

Write a thank you letter to Michael Rosen for his poetry. 

https://www.michaelrosen.co.uk/ 

You should- Introduce yourself 

- Say why you are writing  

- Explain which poems/stories you have heard and enjoyed 

at home and at school and why.  

- Ask him some questions about his poetry, his inspirations 

and being a writer. 

- Sign off.  

 

Alternative Task: Write to another poet or author of your choice 

to thank them.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/MichaelRosenOfficial
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