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The school procedures for Attendance may be found in:


PRC-WAD-001 Attendance procedures
ATTENDANCE POLICY

Aims of the School

Danegrove is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of its children.  We aim to provide a high quality education in a safe, caring disciplined environment so that all pupils are able to reach their full potential during the primary phase and leave here with positive feelings about education and its value to them.

Principles

· The Education Act 1996 states that all pupils should attend school regularly and punctually

· It is important that all parents and children known that the staff value good attendance and punctuality

· It is important that parents and staff are aware of their rights and responsibilities with regard to the attendance of pupils

Purpose

· To improve and maintain levels of attendance and punctuality

· To minimise disruption to the learning environment caused by lateness and absence

Statutory Framework

· Section 444 of the 1995 Education Act states that 

“If a child of compulsory school age, who is a registered pupil at the school fails to attend regularly at the school, his parent is guilty of an offence”.

· The school is obliged by law to differentiate between authorised and unauthorised absence.  A letter or telephone message from a parent does not in itself authorise an absence.  Only if the headteacher is satisfied as to the validity of the explanation offered by the letter or message will the absence be authorised.
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